
First Congregational Church of Ithaca 

Fifth Sunday of Easter (May 2, 2021) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 
   Prelude                                           Rhosymedre (Welsh hymn tune)             Ralph Vaughan Williams 
   Welcome and Announcements 

  *Call to Worship                                                      (Adapted from the UCC Book of Worship, liturgy for Easter) 
Jesus said, “Love one another.” 

We gather to know the God who is love, that we may learn to love one another. 
Jesus said, “Love one another.” 

When we live in love we live in God and our sense of peace will grow. 
 

*Hymn                                                    I Danced in the Morning       (see insert, #157 vv 1-2, 4-5) 
 

*Confession and Assurance of Grace 
The grace of God overflows for us through the Risen Christ who came into the world to save 
humanity.  Trusting in God’s grace, let us pray: 

 Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by what we have      
 done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart and   
 mind and strength.  We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  In your mercy, forgive  
 what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, that we may  
 delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

The mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting.  We are forgiven.  
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
*Sung Response Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost 
                                   As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

  Scripture Lessons                                         Psalm 22:25-28 
                                                                          Acts 8:26-39 
                                                                       1 John 4:11-12 
                                                                          John 15:3-5 
 

  Anthem                                                  Laudate Dominum                                                    W. A. Mozart 
 

  Sermon        “Picking a Past and the Significance of Small Actions in Saving the World” 
 

*Hymn                                        Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ               (see insert, #526 vv 1-2) 
  Morning Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 

Litany Prayer  
Leader:  We pray to God 

                             People:  Hear us, O God 
Sung Response Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me (twice). 
 Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
 

  Sharing our Gifts                             Schaffe koennen sicher weiden                                         J.S. Bach 
*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God, all creatures here below.  
                  Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  AMEN. 
*Prayer of Dedication 
*Hymn                                                       Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ      (see insert, #526 v 3) 
  Sharing the Lord’s Supper                                            Reverie                                                   Claude Debussy 
  Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Teach us, O God, to follow the example of Christ’s sacrifice in this holy meal:  to hand 
ourselves over in love for you, for one another, and for all people.  May we take part in your 
work of suffering and redeeming love by lifting up the oppressed, binding the brokenhearted, 
challenging the powerful, and drawing all into a community of love.   
We pray in Christ’s name.  Amen.                                           (Adapted from the UCC Book of Worship) 



*Hymn                                                           Be Thou My Vision                                       (see insert, #450) 
*Benediction 
  Postlude                                                  Jig Fugue in C Major                                       Dietrich Buxtehude 

 

* Congregation stands (live-streamers, feel free to lift your hearts!) 
 

 
Participating Today 

 

Rev. Dr. David A. Kaden, Senior Minister 
Susan Fast, Director of Caring Ministries, sustfast@yahoo.com  
Dr. William Cowdery, Director of Music 

Anne Rodda, soprano soloist 
Paul Viscuso, accordion 

David J. Kaden, tech support 
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