
First Congregational Church of Ithaca 

Ascension Sunday (May 16, 2021) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 
   Prelude                                                Prelude in E-flat Major                                        J. S. Bach 
   Welcome and Announcements 
  *Call to Worship                                                   (Adapted from UCC Worship Ways, liturgy for Easter 7B) 

God’s throne, where she sits could be a bus stop, vaccine line, food pantry, 
     Maybe tucked underneath the freeway overpass with those huddled without shelter. 
Maybe a border.  Maybe a detention center.  Maybe a solitary place in a pandemic. 
     Maybe a graveside.  Maybe a church where just two or three or fifteen gather. 
God’s throne is wherever love persists, 
     Where love tries over and over to break through.  God’s throne is here! 
 

*Hymn                                                      All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!                                    (insert #263) 
*Opening Prayer      

Life-giving God, your love and light guide us on the path of courage, compassion, generosity, 
and grace.  Lead us we seek to follow your transformative love that turns sorrow into joy and 
despair into hope.  O God, enthroned by the power of love, help us embrace your guiding love 
that calls us to live as your faithful witnesses, who reflect your grace and redemptive 

love.  Amen.                               (Adapted from UCC Worship Ways, liturgy for Easter 7B)                  
*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
*Sung Response Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost 
                   As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 
  Scripture Lessons                                              Psalm 1 
                                                                     Ephesians 1:15-23 
                                                                        Luke 24:50-53 
 

  Anthem                                                    All Who Enter Here                                          John Angotti 
 

  Sermon                  “Perspectivalism in the Ascension and in an Old Toolshed” 
 

*Hymn                                                     Lead On Eternal Sovereign                                       (insert #573) 

 
  Morning Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 

Litany Prayer  
Leader:  We pray to God 
People:  Hear us, O God 

Sung Response Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me (twice). 
 Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 
  Sharing our Gifts                                         Andante in G Major                                   W. A. Mozart 

 
*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God, all creatures here below.  
                  Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
*Prayer of Dedication 
*Hymn                                                           Crown with Your Richest Crowns                     (insert #301) 
*Benediction 
  Postlude                                                     Fugue in E-flat Major                                        J. S. Bach 

 
* Congregation stands (live-streamers, feel free to lift your hearts!) 



 
Today is Ascension Sunday, traditionally the day that honors the ascension of the risen Christ into heaven to sit on 
a throne.  Notice that the liturgy, prayers, and hymns contain the theme of enthronement.  Notice also, however, 

that the way we speak of and sing about this theme closely connects enthronement with love, peace, and 
justice.  Christ is not a militarized savior but a “king” of love. 

 

 

Participating Today 

Rev. Dr. David A. Kaden, Senior Minister 
Susan Fast, Director of Caring Ministries, sustfast@yahoo.com  
William Cowdery, Director of Music 
Patricia Baxter, soprano soloist 
David J. Kaden, tech support 
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