
First Congregational Church of Ithaca 

Sixth Sunday of Easter (May 9, 2021) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 
   Prelude                                           Adagio from Concerto in C Major                                         A. Vivaldi 
   Welcome and Announcements 
 *Call to Worship                                                      (Adapted from UCC Worship Ways, liturgy for Easter 6B) 

God speaks to the heart, 
     Offering compassion and hope. 
God enlivens the mind, 
     Inviting curiosity and wonder. 
God awakens all spirits, 
     Fostering sacred connection. 
God nurtures our strength, 
     Creating unimagined possibilities. 
God calls the whole world, 
     Inspiring extravagant love. 

*Hymn                                                                      Joy to the World                                                  (insert #134) 
*Opening Prayer      

Creating Spirit, we join with the chorus of all of creation to celebrate your wondrous 
deeds.  Fill us with your joy and train our ears for harmony, so that we may contribute to the 
world you are already creating.  All this we pray in the name of Jesus, who revealed what is 

possible through love.  Amen.        
                                             (Adapted from UCC Worship Ways, liturgy for Easter 6B) 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
*Sung Response Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost 
                  As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 
  Scripture Lessons                                                 Psalm 98 
                                                                           Acts 10:44-48 
                                                                            1 John 5:1-5 
                                                                            John 15:9-17 
 

  Anthem                                                              In the Garden                                       C. Austin Miles, 1913 
 

  Sermon                                               “Participating in Providence” 
 

 *Hymn                                              Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather                     (insert #311) 
  Morning Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 

Litany Prayer for Mother’s Day  
Leader:  We pray to God 
People:  Hear us, O God 

Sung Response            Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me (twice). 
        Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 
  Sharing our Gifts                                          Blessed Assurance Phoebe Knapp, Fanny Crosby, 1873 

 
*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God, all creatures here below.  
                  Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 
 

 



*Hymn                                                                    We Will Go Out with Joy                                    (insert #539) 
*Benediction 
  Postlude                                                 Allegro from Concerto in C Major                           A. Vivaldi 

 
* Congregation stands (live-streamers, feel free to lift your hearts!) 

 

 
Joy is a theme that unifies today’s prayers, readings, and hymns.  Psalm 98 speaks of making joyful noises.  In 

the gospel reading Jesus offers joy to the disciples.  The Opening Prayer asks God to fill us with joy.  And the first 
and last hymns sing of joy.  Together they invite us to meditate on what brings us joy in life. 

 

 

Participating Today 
Rev. Dr. David A. Kaden, Senior Minister 
Susan Fast, Director of Caring Ministries, sustfast@yahoo.com  
William Cowdery, Director of Music 

H. Donald Hinman, bass soloist 
Siu-ling Wong Chaloemtiarana, piano accompanist 
David J. Kaden, tech support 
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