First Congregational Church of Ithaca
Third Sunday After Epiphany (January 24, 2021)

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

Prelude Prelude in G Major G. F. Handel
Welcome and Announcements
*Call to Worship
Jesus said: follow me!
And | will make you fish for people!
Jesus said: follow me!
Because the reign of God is drawing near!
*Hymn How Firm a Foundation (insert, #463)
*Opening Prayer
God of All, you have so fashioned the world that it possesses the potential to repair its
imperfections. And, O Eternal One, you have fashioned humankind by endowing us,
as your partners, with the creative ability to help the repairing. Inspire us today to
work with you to make today brighter than yesterday and tomorrow brighter
still. Through Christ we pray, Amen. (Adapted from the UCC Book of Worship)

*Sharing the Peace of Christ

*Su ng Response Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

Scripture Lessons Psalm 62:5-12
Jonah 3:1-5,10
Mark 1:14-20
Anthem Up&Up Coldplay, 2015
Sermon “Page-Turning: The Gospel According to Coldplay’s Up&Up”
*Hymn Dear Lord, Creator Good and Kind (insert, #169)
Morning Prayers and Lord’s Prayer
Litany Prayer

Leader: We pray to God
People: Hear us, O God

Sung Response Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me (twice).
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Sharing our Gifts

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. AMEN.

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn You Walk along Our Shoreline (insert, #170)
*Benediction
Postlude Allegro from Cello Concerto in C Major Joseph Haydn

* Congregation stands (live-streamers, feel free to lift your hearts!)



Participating Today

Rev. Dr. David A. Kaden, Senior Minister

Susan Fast, Director of Caring Ministries, sustfast@yahoo.com
Dr. William Cowdery, Director of Music

David J. Kaden, Tech Support

Andrea Dietrich, soprano soloist

Gigi Weislogel, cello (postlude)
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THE WORD

4n63 How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, ye saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dis-mayed,
3 “When through the deep wa - ters 1 call thee to go,
4 “When through fi - ery tri - als thy path - way shall lie,
5 “The soul that on Je - sus hathleaned for re - pose,
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is laid for your faith in God's ex - cel-lent Word!
for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
the riv - ers of sor - row shall not o - ver - flow;
my grace, all suf - fi - cient, shall be thy sup - ply;
| will not, 1 will not de - sert to its  foes;
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What more can be said than to you God hath said,
I strength - en thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
for I will be near thee, thy trou - bles to bless,
the flame shall not hurt thee; 1 on - ly de - sign
that soul, though all  hell should en - deav - or to shake,
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to you who for ref - uge to Je - sus have fled?

up - held by my righ - teous, om - nip - o - tent hand.

and sanc - ti - fy to thee thy deep - est dis - tress.

thy dross to con-sume, and thy gold to re - fine.

gl nev - er, no, nev - er, no, nev - er for - sake.”
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It seems odd now to think of singing this text to ADESTE FIDELES, but mainline churches did so well into
the 20th century because of a cultural bias against shape note music. The vigor of the present tune seems
especially right for the final line’s reference to Hebrews 13:5.

TEXT: “K” in John Rippons's A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt. FOUNDATION
MUSIC: American fotk melody; Funk’s Cenuine Church Music, 1832, alt. 11.11.11.11



JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

169 Dear Lord and Father of Mankind
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1 *Dear Lord and Fa-ther of man-kind, for-give our fool -ish
2 In sim - ple trust like theirs who heard be - side the Syr -ian
3 O Sab - bath rest by Gal - i - lee, O calm of hills a -
4 Drop thy still dews of qui - et - ness, till all our striv-ings
5 Breathe through the heats of our de - sire thy cool-ness and thy
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ways; re - clothe us in our right - ful mind, in
sea the gra - cious call - ing of the Lord, let
bove, where Je - sus knelt to share with thee the
cease; take from our souls the strain and stress, and
balm; let sense be dumb, let flesh re - tire; speak
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pur - er lives thy ser-vice find, in deep - er rev-erence, praise.
us, like them, with - out a wordrise up and fol - low thee.
si - lence of e - ter - ni - ty, in - ter- pret -ed by love!
let our or - dered lives con-fess the beau -ty ~ of thy peace.
through the earth-quake, wind, and fire, O still, small voice of  calm!
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*Or “Dear Lord, Creator good and kind”

These stanzas were carved into a hymn from a much longer poem describing a frenzied ritual by an obscure
sect in India, but they culminate in a reference to 1 Kings 19:11-12 that celebrates silence (as befits a Quaker
poet). This tune was created especially for these words.

TEXT: John Greenleaf Whittier, 1872
MUSIC: Frederick Charles Maker, 1887

REST
8.6.8.8.6

(alternate tune: REPTON)



JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

You Walk along Our Shoreline 170
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1 You walk a-long our shore-line where land meets un-known sea.
2 You call us, Christ,to gath - er the peo-ple of the -earth.

3 We cast our net, O Je - sus; we cry the king-dom’s name;
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We hear your voice of pow - er, “Now come and fol - low me.
We can-not fish for on - ly those lives we think have worth.
we work for love and jus - tice; we learn to hope through pain.
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And if you still will fol-low through storm and wave and shoal,
We spread your net of  gos-pel a - cross the wa - ter’s face,
You call wus,Lord, to  gath-er God’s daugh-ters and God’s sons,
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then 1  will make you fish - ers but of the hu-man soul.”

our boat a com -mon shel - ter for all found by your grace.
to let your judg-ment heal us so that all may be one.
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Based on Jesus’ calling of the disciples (Matthew 4:18-22/Mark 1:16-20/ Luke 5:4-11), this hymn notes that
their mode of fishing involved nets requiring the participation of more than one person. Likewise, in our
work of love and justice we are called to bear witness in community.

TEXT: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1984 WIE LIEBLICH IST DER MAIEN
MUSIC: Johann Steurlein, 1575 7.6.7.6.D
Text© 1997 GIA Publications, Inc.



