
First Congregational Church of Ithaca 

Second Sunday After Christmas Day/Epiphany (January 3, 2021) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

Prelude                                              Adagio from Concerto in F Major                           A. Vivaldi 
   Welcome and Announcements 

 *Call to Worship                                                        (Adapted from UMC Discipleship Ministries) 

              Arise!  Shine! 
                    God’s light has come to reveal The Way in this New Year! 
              Arise!  Shine! 
                    The glory of the Lord has risen upon us! 
              Arise!  Shine! 
                    God’s light penetrates the darkness!  
 

*Hymn                                                 We Three Kings of Orient Are                              (insert, #151) 
*Confession and Assurance of Grace 

The grace of God overflows for us through Jesus Christ who came into the   
world to save humanity.  Trusting in God’s grace, let us pray: 

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 
with our whole heart and mind and strength.  We have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  In your mercy, forgive what we have been,  
help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, that we may delight 
in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

The mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting.  We are forgiven.  
                    Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
*Sung Response Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost 
                                As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

  Scripture Lessons                                   Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

                                                                                Isaiah 60:1-6 

                                                                Matthew 2:1-12 
 

  Anthem                                                In the Bleak Midwinter    Christina Rosetti, Gustav Holst 
 

  Sermon                       “The Dawning of the Collective Power of Good” 
 

*Hymn                                           What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright   (insert, #152, vv 1-2) 
 

  Morning Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 

Litany Prayer  
Leader:  We pray to God 

People:  Hear us, O God 

Sung Response Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me (twice). 
 Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 

  Sharing our Gifts                                  Brightest and Best                  R. Heber, J. P. Harding 

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.  
               Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  AMEN. 
  

*Prayer of Dedication 

*Hymn                                       What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright   (insert, #152, vv 3-4) 
 
 



 
Sharing the Lord’s Supper 

  Communion Music                Largo from the Winter Concerto                    A. Vivaldi 
  Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Teach us, O God, to follow the example of Christ’s sacrifice in this holy meal:  to 
hand ourselves over in love for you, for one another, and for all people.  May we 
take part in your work of suffering and redeeming love by lifting up the 
oppressed, binding the brokenhearted, challenging the powerful, and drawing 
all into a community of love.  We pray in Christ’s name.  Amen. 

                                                                                                                         (Adapted from the UCC Book of Worship) 
 

*Hymn                                                  On This Day Earth Shall Ring                              (insert, #141) 
*Benediction 

  Postlude                                       Allegro from Concerto in F Major                              A. Vivaldi 
 
* Congregation stands (live-streamers, feel free to lift your hearts!) 
 

Participating Today 
 

Rev. Dr. David A. Kaden, Senior Minister 
Susan Fast, Director of Caring Ministries, sustfast@yahoo.com  
Dr. William Cowdery, Director of Music 
David J. Kaden, Tech Support 
H. Donald Hinman, bass soloist 
Siu-ling Wong Chaloemtiarana, piano accompanist 
Paul Viscuso, accordion (communion music) 
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