First Congregational Church of Ithaca
Fourth Sunday After Epiphany (January 31, 2021)

Prelude Processional from the Magic Flute W. A. Mozart
Welcome and Announcements
*Call to Worship
Come to us, O God.
Come as wind and inspire,
Come as fire and empower,
Come as dove and bring us peace,
Come as water and refresh us,
Come that we may know your presence today.

*Hymn Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (insert, #12)
*Opening Prayer
Almighty God, you have given all peoples one common origin, and your will is to
gather them as one family in yourself. Fill the hearts of all with the fire of your love
and the desire to ensure justice for all our sisters and brothers. By sharing the good
things you give us, may we secure justice and equality for every human being, and a
human society built on love and peace, through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen. (UCC Worship Ways, Prayers for Justice and Peace)
*Sharing the Peace of Christ
*Sung Response Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture Lessons Psalm 111
Mark 1:21-28

Interlude Andante in E-Flat Major W. A. Mozart

Sermon “Glass Half Full Faith”
*Hymn Where Charity and Love Prevail (insert, #316)

Morning Prayers and Lord’s Prayer
Litany Prayer
Leader: We pray to God
People: Hear us, O God

Sung Response Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me (twice).
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Sharing our Gifts Allegro in C Major W. A. Mozart
*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. AMEN.
*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies (insert, #662)
*Benediction
Virtual Postlude Evening Prayer from Hansel and Gretel Engelbert Humperkinck

Patricia Baxter, Dianne Southard, Bill Cowdery
Cued on YouTube immediately following our service.
Please see the words below.

* Congregation stands (live-streamers, feel free to lift your hearts!)



Participating Today

Rev. Dr. David A. Kaden, Senior Minister

Susan Fast, Director of Caring Ministries, sustfast@yahoo.com
Dr. William Cowdery, Director of Music

David J. Kaden, Tech Support

Patricia Baxter, Dianne Southard, vocal soloists (Postlude)

Today’s musical selections by Mozart commemorate the composer’s 265th birthday on January 27.

EVENING SONG from HANSEL AND GRETEL

Virtual Postlude on YouTube following our service.

When at night | go to sleep,
Fourteen angels watch do keep:
Two my head are guarding,
Two my feet are guiding,

Two are on my right hand,

Two are on my left hand,

Two who warmly cover,

Two who o’er me hover,

Two to whom ‘tis given

To guide my steps to heaven.
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 12
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1Im - mor-tal, in - vis - i - ble God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest -ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv - est, to  both great and small
4 Thou reign - est in glo - ry; thou dwell-est in light.
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in light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
nor want - ing, nor wast - ing, thou rul - est in might:
In all life thou liv - est, the true life  of all.
Thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing  their sight
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most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
thy jus - tice, like moun-tains high soar-ing a - bove;
We Dblos - som and flour - ish like leaves on the tree,
All praise we would ren - der; O help us to see
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al - might - vy, vic - to - rious, thy great name we praise.
thy clouds, which are foun-tains of good - ness and love.
then with - er and per - ish; but naught chang - eth thee.
‘tis on - ly the splen-dor of light hid - eth thee!
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The opening line of this hymn was inspired by the three divine attributes listed in 1 Timothy 1:17 (King
James Version), and it continues by considering how God’s life exceeds our own finite existence. The text is
well set to a Welsh melody shaped by many three-note units.

TEXT: Walter Chaimers Smith, 1867, alt.
MUSIC: Welsh folk melody; arr. Caniadau y Cyssegr, 1839
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Where Charity and Love Prevail 316
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1 Where char-i - ty and love pre-vail, there God is ev - er found;
2 Let us re - call that in our midst dwells Christ, God’s ho - ly  Son.
3 Let strife a-mong us be un-known; let all con - ten-tions cease.
4 Let us for-give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con - fess,
5 Love can ex-clude no race or creed if hon - ored be God’s name;
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
As mem-bers of each bod - y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’'sthe glo-ry  that we seek; be his our on - ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen - tle - ness.
our com-mon life em - brac-es all whose Mak-er is the same.
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This English paraphrase is based on a longer Latin hymn traditionally associated with the footwashing ritual
on Maundy Thursday, an enactment of Christ’s “new commandment” that we should love one another
(John 13:34). For a chant setting of the first line of the hymn see no. 205.

TEXT: Latin, 8th cent.; trans. Omer Westendorf, 1960, alt.
MUSIC: Lucius Chapin, 1812
Text © 1960, ren. 1988 World Library Publications
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CELEBRATING TIME

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 662
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Sun of Righ-teous-ness, a - rise;
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1 Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies; Christ, the true, the on - ly light;
2 Dark and cheer-less is the morn wun - ac - com-pa-nied by thee;
3 Vis - it then this soul of mine; pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
5 R . = o o
: . [
L e S e
f) # P | | [
A = '
g? hit} | g ’

tri-umph o’er the shades of night;

joy -less is the day’sre-turn till thy mer-cy’s beams 1 see;
fill me, ra - dian - cy di-vine; scat-ter all my un - be - lief;
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Day-spring from on high, be  near; Day-star, in my heart ap - pear.
till  they in-ward light im - part, cheer my eyes and warm my heart.
more and more thy - self dis - play, shin-ing to the per-fect day.
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This well-crafted morning hymn opens by celebrating daylight as an image of Christ, the true Light, then
ponders life without light, and culminates in a prayer for inward light. The tune’s name honors its German
roots: Ratisbon is the former English name for Regensburg.
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1740 RATISBON
MUSIC: German folk melody; adapt. Johann Werner, 1815; harm. William Henry Havergal, 1847 PTT Tl



