First Congregational Church of Ithaca
Second Sunday of Advent (December 6, 2020)

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

Prelude Savior of the Nations, Come (from the Leipzig Chorales) J. S. Bach
Welcome and Announcements
*Confession and Assurance of Grace
The grace of God overflows for us through Jesus Christ who came into the world to save
humanity. Trusting in God’s grace, let us pray:
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy, forgive what we have been,
help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, that we may delight
in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
The mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting. We are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

*Hymn The Days Are Surely Coming (insert, #357)
Lighting the Advent Candle

In Isaiah 11:9, the prophet declares, “They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy
mountain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of God, as the waters cover
the sea.”

Risen Christ, Light of the world, shine in our lives, and shine among us now.

We light this second candle as a sign of hope that truth and peace will prevail, and
that justice will be done for all people.

Risen Christ, Light of the world, shine in our lives, and shine among us now.
Unison Prayer
God of surpassing peace, we ask that you give us, and your church, peace of
mind, forgiving peace, and reconciling peace. Inscribe their signatures in us,
so that we may know, share, and give the peace beyond understanding that
the world cannot give. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen
*Advent Candle Song, v. 2
Two bright candles, light our way. Fill the world with peace, we pray,
Peace on earth and peace in heaven, peace, good will, in glory given.

Candles burning, candles bright, fill the world with endless light;
Fill our hearts that we may, too, burn more brightly, burn more true.

*Sharing the Peace of Christ

*Sung Response Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

Scripture Lessons Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
Isaiah 40:1-11
Mark 1:1-8
Interlude Savior of the Nations, Come (from the Orgelbiichlein) J. S. Bach

Sermon “Santaland and Beginning Again in the Beginning”



*Hymn On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry (insert, #96, vv 1-2)

Morning Prayers and Lord’s Prayer
Litany Prayer
Leader: We pray to God
People: Hear us, O God

Sung Response Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me (twice).
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Sharing our Gifts Savior of the Nations, Come (fughetta) J. S. Bach

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. AMEN.

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry (insert, #96, vv 3-4)
Sharing the Lord’s Supper
Communion Music Nocturne P. I. Tchaikovsky

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Teach us, O God, to follow the example of Christ’s sacrifice in this holy meal: to
hand ourselves over in love for you, for one another, and for all people. May we
take part in your work of suffering and redeeming love by lifting up the
oppressed, binding the brokenhearted, challenging the powerful, and drawing
all into a community of love. We pray in Christ’s name. Amen.
(Adapted from the UCC Book of Worship)

*Hymn Comfort, Comfort Now My People (insert, #87)
*Benediction
Postlude Allemande from Partita No. 2 J. S. Bach

* Congregation stands (live-streamers, feel free to lift your hearts!)

Participating Today

Rev. Dr. David A. Kaden, Senior Minister

Susan Fast, Director of Caring Ministries, sustfast@yahoo.com
Dr. William Cowdery, Director of Music

Paul Viscuso, accordion (Communion Music)

Sophia Bosworth-Viscuso, violin (Postlude)

David J. Kaden, Tech Support

Joyce Billing, Reader
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CHRIST’S RETURN AND JUDGMENT

The Days Are Surely Coming 357
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1 The days are sure-ly com - ing says God to all the earth,
2 The days are sure-ly com - ing, says Christ, the prom-ised one,

3 The days are sure-ly com - ing when we will know at last
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when you will see my prom -ise: sal - va -tion come to birth.

when you will read my warn - ing in moon and stars and sun.
the  full -ness of God's pres - ence, God’s prom-ise, come to pass.
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My righ-teous-ness and jus-tice will spread through-out the land

Though earth and heav-en trem-ble, stand up and do not fear,
Then righ-teous-ness and jus-tice will spread through-out the land
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and you will be de - liv - ered by my al-might-y hand.

for I am your re - deem - e, and I am draw-ing near.
and we will be de - liv - ered by God’s al - might - y hand.
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This text uses imagery from Jeremiah 33:14-16 and Matthew 24:29-36/Mark 13:24-32/ Luke 21:25-36. These
passages are especially associated with the beginning of Advent, a season that looks forward to Christ’s
second coming while also preparing us to remember his first coming.

TEXT: David Gambrell, 2009 LLANGLOFFAN
MUSIC: Welsh folk melody; Liwybrau Moliant, 1872; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 7.6.7.6.D
Text© 2011 David Gambrell (admin. Presbyterian Publishing Corp.)



JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

96 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist's cry an -
2 Then cleansed be ev - ery life  from  sin; make
3 We hail  you as our Sav - ijor, Lord, our
4 Stretch forth your hand; our health re - store, and
| |
% }: £ ; # - o o .
. 2 ] = .
R E R B, - i
-, || ||
e ' e f
"m v I “i % d f ] Aﬁ» d J|
nounc - es that the Lord is nigh; a - wake and heark-en,
straight the way for God with -in, and let wus all  our
ref - uge and our great re - ward; with - out your grace we
make us rise to fall no more. O let your face up -
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for he brings glad ti - dings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way like flowers that with - er and de - cay.
on us shine and  fill the world with love di - vine.
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This hymn shows how once-unconnected parts can work together. The text about John the Baptist was
written in Latin in the 18th century and translated into English in the 19th century. Similarly, the 17th-
century melody was adapted to its present form in the 19th century.

TEXT: Charles Coffin, 1736; trans. John Chandler, 1837, ait.
MUSIC: Musikalisches Handbuch, 1690; harm. William Henry Monk, 1847, alt.
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(alternate tune: PUER NOBIS NASCITUR)




JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

Comfort, Comfort Now My People 8/
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1 “Com - fort, com-fort now my peo-ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.

2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry-ing in the des - ert far and near,
3 Straight shall be what long was crook-ed, and the rough - er plac-es plain.
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“Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness mourn-ing un-der sor-row’s load.

call - ing us to true re-pen-tance, since the reign of God is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum-ble, as  be-fits God’s ho - ly
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To my peo - ple now pro-claim that my par - don waits for them!
O, that warn-ing cry o - bey!l Now pre-pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a-broad,
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Tell them that their sins I cov - er, and their war-fare now is o0 - ver.”

Let the val-leys rise in meet-ing and the hills bow down in greet-ing.
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev-er bro -ken.
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This 17th-century German paraphrase of Isaiah 40:1-5 was one of the texts translated as part of the 19th-

century British interest in German religious poetry. It is set here to one of the most popular Genevan Psalter
tunes, probably derived from an earlier French folksong.

TEXT: Johannes Olearius, 1671; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt. GENEVAN 42
MUSIC: Genevan Psalter, 1551
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