
First Congregational Church of Ithaca 

Third Sunday of Advent (December 13, 2020) 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 
 

  Prelude                                     Prelude on the Magnificat                                     J. S. Bach 

  Welcome and Announcements 

*Call to Worship                                                        (Adapted from Psalm 98, The Inclusive Bible)    
 Sing a new song to God, who has worked wonders! 

God has made salvation known, has shown divine justice to the nations, 
and has offered truth and love to humanity. 

Shout to God all the earth, break into joyous songs of praise! 
Sing praise to God with the harp, with melodious singing, with trumpets 
and the blast of horns! 

*Hymn                                                Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                   (insert, #83) 
  Lighting the Advent Candle           

In Isaiah 35: 5-6, the prophet declares that when God comes among us, the deaf 
shall hear, the blind shall see, and the tongue of the speechless shall sing for 
joy.  We light this candle as a sign of our hope that God’s love in Christ brings 
healing to us, and to the whole world.  As we bear witness to the power of healing 
love, in ourselves and in others: 

             Christ, Light of the world, shine in our lives and shine among us now. 
  Unison Prayer 

Holy God, remove from us empty words, idle words, and hollow deeds.  Fill 
our worship with the Spirit of truth, that we may know that you are here, 
and we are yours, through Jesus Christ. Amen.  

*Advent Candle Song, v. 3 
 Three bright candles, light our way.  Fill the world with joy, we pray, 
 Joyful tidings of great mirth, joy of heav’n come down to earth. 
 Candles burning, candles bright, fill the world with endless light; 
 Fill our hearts that we may, too, burn more brightly, burn more true. 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
*Sung Response Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost 
                               As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

  Scripture Lessons                               Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
                                                                            Psalm 126 
                         Luke 1:46b-55 
 

  Anthem                                    Strange Way to Save the World    D.A. Clark, D.A. Koch, M.R. Harris 
 

  Sermon                                   “2020:  A Year of the Lord’s Favor” 
 

*Hymn                                              My Soul Gives Glory to My God                             (insert, #99) 
  Morning Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 

Litany Prayer  
Leader:  We pray to God 

People:  Hear us, O God 

Sung Response Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me (twice). 
 Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 

  Sharing our Gifts                                        Santa Lucia                                  old Neapolitan song 
                                                 For the Feast of St. Lucy, December 13 



*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow.   Praise God, all creatures here below.  
                Praise God above, ye heavenly host,   Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  AMEN. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 

*Hymn                                      My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout                (insert, #100) 
*Benediction 

  Postlude                        Pastorale from the Christmas Concerto           Arcangelo Corelli, arr. W.C. 

 

 
* Congregation stands (live-streamers, feel free to lift your hearts!) 
 

Participating Today 
 

Rev. Dr. David A. Kaden, Senior Minister 
Susan Fast, Director of Caring Ministries, sustfast@yahoo.com  
Dr. William Cowdery, Director of Music 
David J. Kaden, Tech Support 
Patricia Baxter, soprano soloist (anthem) 
Tony Pesco, baritone soloist (offertory) 
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