
First Congregational Church of Ithaca 

First Sunday After Christmas Day (December 27, 2020) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

  Prelude                                     Aria from the Christmas Pastorella                                      J. S. Bach 

  Welcome and Announcements 

*Call to Worship                                   [after Psalm 148]        
Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 

Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 
Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! 

Praise him, you highest heavens; 
Young men and women alike, old and young together! 

Let them praise the name of the Lord; 
                           for his name alone is exalted. 
 

*Hymn                                    O Lord, How Shall I Meet You                                               (insert, #104) 
 

Opening Prayer 
 O God, in the sweetness of the story we tell today, 
 The encounter of old and young -- 
 Mary and Joseph presenting Jesus to the elders -- 
 We feel the movement of your Spirit making all things new. 
 Awake us to your presence in this moment 
 As we seek Christ in our midst. 
 Let us recognize God-with-us, 
 A light to the nations, your glory revealed 

 In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  [www.ucc.org/christmas ]         
 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
*Sung Response    Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost 
                                       As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

   

Scripture Lessons                                         Isaiah 61: 10-62: 3 
                                                                            Luke 2: 22-40 

  Anthem                                                     The Birthday of a King                                 W. H. Neidlinger 
  Sermon                                                   “Keep the Candles Burning” 

*Hymn                                                                  Love Has Come                                          (insert, #110) 
  Morning Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 

Litany Prayer  
Leader:  We pray to God 

People:  Hear us, O God 

Sung Response    Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me (twice). 
    Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 

  Sharing our Gifts                                             Gesu Bambino                                Pietro Alessandro Yon 

*Doxology    Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.  
                           Praise God above, ye heavenly host,  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  AMEN. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

*Hymn                                                        Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                       (insert, #132) 
*Benediction 

  Postlude                                               Fugue from the Christmas Pastorella                            J. S. Bach 

 
* Congregation stands (live-streamers, feel free to lift your hearts!) 

http://www.ucc.org/christmas
https://www.ucc.org/christmas_1_or_2_december_27_or_january_3


Participating Today 
 

Susan Fast, Director of Caring Ministries, sustfast@yahoo.com  
Dr. William Cowdery, Director of Music 
John Mazzello, Tech Support 
Joyce Billing, reader 
Tony Pesco, baritone soloist 
 
The flowers this morning are in celebration of the marriage of Aileen Grainger and Ian Carmichael 
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