First Congregational Church of Ithaca
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost (November 8, 2020)

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

Prelude Adagio from Concerto in F Major A. Vivaldi
Welcome and Announcements
*Call to Worship (Adapted from Psalm 27)

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear?

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?
God will hide me in divine shelter.

God will conceal me in a safe place.
Wait for the LORD!

Let your heart take courage!

*Hymn | Sing the Mighty Power of God (insert, #32)
*Opening Prayer

Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth in your image to

enjoy freedom and peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and

the strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with your

gracious will; through Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.

(Adapted from the Book of Common Prayer, Collect for the Nation)

*Sharing the Peace of Christ

*Sung Response Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

Scripture Lessons Psalm 78:1-7
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

Anthem What a Wonderful World H. Adamson, J. Savitt, J. Watson
Sermon “Longing and Faith with Chopin’s Prelude”
*Hymn Dear Lord, Creator Good and Kind (insert, #169)

Morning Prayers and Lord’s Prayer
Litany Prayer
Leader: We pray to God
People: Hear us, O God

Sung Response Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me (twice).
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Sharing our Gifts God Bless America l. Berlin

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. AMEN.

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn Face to Face (insert)
*Benediction
Postlude Allegro from Concerto in F Major A. Vivaldi

* Congregation stands (live-streamers, feel free to lift your hearts!)



Participating Today

The Rev. Dr. David A. Kaden, Senior Minister
Susan Fast, Director of Caring Ministries

Dr. William Cowdery, Director of Music

David J. Kaden, Tech Support

H. Donald Hinman, bass soloist

Siu-ling Wong Chaloemtiarana, piano
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32 1Sing the Mighty Power of God
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sing the might-y power of God that made the moun-tains rise,
sing the good-ness of the Lord who filled the earth with food.
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There’s not a plant or flower be-low but makes thy glo-ries known.
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that spread the flow-ing seas a- broad and built the loft - y
God formed the crea-tures through the Word, and then pro-nounced them
And clouds a - rise, and tem-pests blow, by or - der from thy
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skies. I sing the wis-dom that or - dained the sun to rule the day.
good. Lord, how thy won-ders are dis-played, wher-e’er 1 turn my eye,
throne, while all that bor-rows life from thee is ev-er in thy care,
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The moon shines full at God’s com-mand,and all the stars o - bey.
if I sur-vey theground I tread, or gaze up - on the sky!
and ev - ery-where that we can be, thou, God, art pres-ent there.
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With minimal revision this text brings together six of the eight four-line stanzas in an 18th-century hymn
written for children and originally headed “Praise for Creation and Providence.” The anonymous German

tune provides a fitting sense of breadth and wonder.



TESUS CHRIST: LI

169 Dear Lord and Father of Mankind

1 *Dear Lord and Fa-ther of man-kind, for-give our fool - ish
2 In sim - ple trust like theirs who heard be -side the Syr - ian
3 O Sab - bath rest by Gal - i - lee, O calm of hills a -
4 Drop thy still dews of qui - et - ness, till all our striv-ings
5 Breathe through the heats of our de - sire thy cool-ness and thy
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re - clothe us in  our right - ful mind, in

the gra - cious call - ing of the Lord, let
where Je - sus knelt to share  with thee the
take from our souls the strain and stress, and

let sense be dumb, let flesh re - tire; speak
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pur - er lives thy ser-vice find, in deep-er rev-erence, praise.
us, like them, with - out a wordrise up and fol - low thee.
si - lence of e - ter -ni -ty in -ter-pret-ed by love!
let our or - dered lives con-fess the beau -ty of thy peace.

through the earth-quake, wind, and fire, O still, small voice of calm!
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*Or “Dear Lord, Creator good and kind”
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Face to Face

Amanda Meisenheimer

F Am G
( : } va
SV A { } l { } \’ -
o T3 *I e *ddId | FA
< Face to face or |far a way, God is pre-senta mong | __ us.
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Lis-ten to the Spir - it say:. "I am here with you."|__ [II
your neigh - bor say:.
your fam - 'ly say:.
your com {4 mu-ni-ty say:.
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"As | close as your breath, your| beat-ing heart; | 1 am here with you| _
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As |far as yvou go, no |[mat=ter the tme, I am here with you."| _
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