
First Congregational Church of Ithaca 

First Sunday of Advent (November 29, 2020) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

  Prelude                                   Wachet auf! ruft uns die Stimme                                J. S. Bach 

  Welcome and Announcements 

*Call to Worship                                                                             (Adapted from Isaiah 4:3-5)     
 In the desert of life, prepare a pathway for God.  

In the wilderness, make a highway for our God.  
Every valley shall be raised up and every mountain made low.  

And the glory of God shall be revealed among us!  
 

*Hymn                                      O Come, O Come Emmanuel                            (insert, #88) 
Lighting the Advent Candle 

We shall light the Advent candle, praying that our preparation for Christmas may  
help us to look outward in love, and to look forward in hope.  Let us pray that  
waiting for Christmas may show us how to be patient when things take time, how  
to live for Christ day by day, and how to wait for promises not yet fulfilled. 

Risen Christ, Light of the world,  
shine in our lives and shine among us now. 

   We light this candle because we refuse to let go of Isaiah’s hope that swords can  
be beaten into plowshares, and spears into pruning hooks, and that nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.       

Risen Christ, Light of the world,  
shine in our lives and shine among us now. 

  Unison Prayer 
Gracious God, keeper of the secrets of creation, visit us through the cry of the 
needy, the unforeseen stranger, and the unexpected guest, that we may be ready 
for the coming of Christ in the midst of life, at the end of life, and throughout 
time.  Amen.  

*Advent Candle Song, v. 1 
 One bright candle, light our way.  Fill our hearts with hope, we pray, 
 Hope and comfort from above, hope in God’s abiding love. 
 Candles burning, candles bright, fill the world with endless light; 
 Fill our lives that we may, too, burn more brightly, burn more true. 
 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
*Sung Response Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost 
                                As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

  Scripture Lessons                             Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19 [James Taylor] 
                                                                                     Isaiah 64: 1-9 

                                                                       Mark 13: 24-37 
 

  Interlude                                               Allegro from Toccata in G                                 J. S. Bach 
 

  Sermon                                      “The Season of Radical Possibility” 
 

*Hymn                                                                     People, Look East                            (insert, #105) 
  Morning Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 

Litany Prayer  
Leader:  We pray to God 

People:  Hear us, O God 



 
Sung Response    Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me (twice). 

     Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
 

Sharing our Gifts                              Adagio from Toccata in G                                     J. S. Bach 
 

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.  
                Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  AMEN. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 

*Hymn                                                           Great Is Thy Faithfulness                                (insert, #39) 
*Benediction 

  Postlude                                               Fugue from Toccata in G                            J. S. Bach 

 

 
* Congregation stands (live-streamers, feel free to lift your hearts!) 
 

Participating Today 
 

Susan Fast, Director of Caring Ministries, sustfast@yahoo.com  
Dr. William Cowdery, Director of Music 
Rachel Eichman, Tech Support 
Joyce Billing, Reader 
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Hymn 39 



 


