First Congregational Church of Ithaca
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost (October 4, 2020)

Prelude Fugue in B-flat Major J.S. Bach
Welcome and Announcements
*Call to Worship (Adapted from Psalm 121)

I lift up my eyes to the hills - from where will my help come?
My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.
The LORD will not let our foot be moved; the LORD is our keeper.
The LORD is our shade.
The LORD will keep your life.
The LORD will keep our going out and our coming in from this time on and
forevermore.

*Hymn | Come with Joy (insert, #515)
*Confession and Assurance of Grace
The grace of God overflows for us through Jesus Christ who came into the
world to save humanity. Trusting in God’s grace, let us pray:
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us
amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, that we may delight in your
will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
The mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting. We are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

*Sharing the Peace of Christ

*Su ng Response Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

Scripture Lessons Psalm 80:7-15
Matthew 21:33-46

Anthem How Can | Keep from Singing Robert Wadsworth Lowry
Sermon “Putting a Punchy Parable into Practice”
*Hymn Brave Enough (insert)

Morning Prayers and Lord’s Prayer
Litany Prayer
Leader: We pray to God
People: Hear us, O God
Sung Response Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me (twice).
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Sharing our Gifts

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. AMEN.



*Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn Brave Enough (insert)
Sharing the Lord’s Supper

Communion Music Te Deum: Prelude Marc-Antoine Charpentier
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Teach us, O God, to follow the example of Christ’s sacrifice in this holy meal: to

hand ourselves over in love for you, for one another, and for all people. May we

take part in your work of suffering and redeeming love by lifting up the

oppressed, binding the brokenhearted, challenging the powerful, and drawing

all into a community of love. We pray in Christ’s name. Amen.

(Adapted from the UCC Book of Worship)

*Hymn How Great Thou Art Insert # 625)
*Benediction
Postlude Prelude in B-flat Major J. S. Bach

* Congregation stands (live-streamers, feel free to lift your hearts!)

Participating Today

The Rev. Dr. David A. Kaden, Senior Minister
Susan Fast, Director of Caring Ministries

Dr. William Cowdery, Director of Music

David J. Kaden, Tech Support

Patricia Baxter, soprano soloist

Paul Viscuso, accordion
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