First Congregational Church of Ithaca
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost (September 27, 2020)

Prelude Adagio from Concerto in G Major Antonio Vivaldi
Welcome and Announcements
*Call to Worship (Adapted from Luke 1:78-79)

By the tender mercy of God, the dawn from on high will break upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.

*Hymn Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun (insert, #265)

*Opening Prayer
Merciful God, we come together to worship longing for tenderness because this
world can be hard. We come longing for light because our lives are crowded
with shadows. We come needing direction. Fill us this morning with your peace:

your spirit is our peace and our path. Amen.
(Adapted from Leading in Worship, prayers and liturgies)

*Sharing the Peace of Christ

*Sung Response Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

Scripture Lessons Psalm 25:1-9
Philippians 2:4-11
Mathew 21:23-32

Anthem Down to the River to Pray African-American/Appalachian
Sermon “The Gospel According to R.B.G.”
*Hymn Creator of the Stars of Night (insert, #84)

Morning Prayers and Lord’s Prayer
Litany Prayer
Leader: We pray to God
People: Hear us, O God

Sung Response Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me (twice).
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Sharing our Gifts The Lone Wild Bird H. R. McFadyen; traditional tune

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. AMEN.

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn O for a World (insert, #372)
*Benediction
Postlude Allegro from Concerto in G Major Antonio Vivaldi

* Congregation stands (live-streamers, feel free to lift your hearts!)



Participating Today

The Rev. Dr. David A. Kaden, Senior Minister
Susan Fast, Director of Caring Ministries

Dr. William Cowdery, Director of Music
Mary Heffner, soprano soloist

Eva Heffner, alto soloist and flute

Bill Heffner, tenor soloist

David J. Kaden, Tech Support




JESUS CHRIST:

ASCENSION AND REIGN
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Creator of the Stars of Night
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The Latin original of this text for Adven
created a millennium later as part of the
with its traditional plainchant setting.

t dates from at least the 9th century, and the English version was
19th-century recovery of early Christian hymns. It is provided here

TEXT: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; trans. John Mason Neale, 1851; as in The H mnal 194
MUSIC: Sarum plainsong, Mode IV, 9th cent.; harm. Alfred V., Fedak, 201}1/ 0, alt.

Text Alt. © 1940 Church Pension Fund
Music Harm. © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak
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V"Ything longed for in this text is a reminder of how far our present world is from what God wants. Yet
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it for all earth’s people to live in radical shalom.
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just wishful thinking; it is a call to action, a summons to participate in the tultillment ot Go
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