
First Congregational Church of Ithaca 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost (September 20, 2020) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

   
  Prelude                                                Rhosymedre                       Ralph Vaughan Williams 

  Welcome and Announcements  
*Call to Worship                                                  

           We come as seekers, 
                    Unsure of what we seek. 
           We come as followers, 
                    Not understanding the One we follow. 
           We come to worship, 
                    Even though we don’t know how. 
           Holy One, by your grace, meet us where we are 

                    Meet us here. Meet us now. 
 

*Hymn                                                         God of Grace and God of Glory                   (insert, #65) 
 

*Opening Prayer 
           You call us, Wanderer of seashores and sidewalks, inviting us to sail out of our smug  
           harbors and into the chartered waters of faith.  You call us, to wander from our  
           predictable paths to follow You into the unpredictable footsteps of the kingdom:  to  
           leave the comfort of our homes and accompany You into the uncomfortable  
           neighborhoods we usually avoid.  As we wait, in our simple, sometimes crazy,  
           constantly uncertain lives, speak to us, Spirit of Grace:  of that hope which is our  
           anchor; of that peace which is our rock; of that grace which is our refuge.  Amen 
 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 

*Sung Response Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost 
                         As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

  Scripture Lessons                                     Jonah 3:10-4:11 

                                                                           Philippians 1:21-30 

                                                                           Mathew 20:1-16 
 

  Anthem                                              God Help the Outcasts       Alan Menken, Steven Schwartz 
                                                                    The Hunchback of Notre Dame 
 

 Sermon                                                       “Not Fair!” 
 

*Hymn                                                    Come to the Table                                         (insert) 
  Morning Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 

Litany Prayer  
Leader:  We pray to God 

People:  Hear us, O God 

Sung Response Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me (twice). 
 Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 

  Sharing our Gifts                                         Simple Song                                       Leonard Bernstein 
 

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow.   Praise God, all creatures here below.  
                Praise God above, ye heavenly host,   Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  AMEN. 



*Prayer of Dedication 

*Hymn                                                           Here I am Lord                                                       (insert) 
*Benediction 

  Postlude                                              Fugue in C Major                                             J. S. Bach 

 
* Congregation stands (live-streamers, feel free to lift your hearts!) 
 

 

Participating Today 
 

The Rev. Dr. Barbara Blom, Guest Preacher 
Joyce Billing, Liturgist 
Dr. William Cowdery, Director of Music 

Andrea Dietrich, soprano soloist 
John Mazzello, Tech Support 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 


