Highland Highlights
October 10– October 17, 2018
First Congregational
Church
United Church of Christ

309 Highland Road
Ithaca, NY 14850
Office Hours: 9:00- 1:00 a.m.
Phone: 607-257-6033

E-mail: Office@fccithaca.org
Website: www.fccithaca.org

CALENDAR
Wednesday, October 10
4:00 p.m.
Finance Committee Meeting
Thursday, October 11
3:00 p.m.
Kendal Service
6:00 p.m.
Handbells
7:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal (choir room)
Sunday, October 14
9:00 a.m.
Children & Youth Committee Meeting
9:00 a.m.
Women’s Ministries
10:00 a.m.
Worship
11:20 a.m.
AfterWord: Ellie Kraft Sanders
11:15 a.m.
Coffee & Fellowship
11:20 a.m.
Committee Meetings
9:00 a.m.
Junior Handbells Rehearsal
Monday, October 15
10:30 a.m.
Women’s Book Study
Tuesday, October 16
12:00 p.m.
Bible Study
6:00 p.m.
Church Council (Narthex)
Wednesday, October 17
5:00 p.m.
Healing Service (Sanctuary)
Thursday, October 18
6:00 p.m.
Handbells
7:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal (Choir room)
Friday, October 19
5:00- 9:00 p.m.
Women’s Retreat @ Karen Hays’s home
Saturday, October 20
9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. Women's Retreat @ FCCI Church
Sunday, October 21
10:00 a.m.
Worship
10:00 a.m.
Children's Sabbath Intergenerational
11:20 a.m.
Coffee & Fellowship
11:20 a.m.
Junior Handbell Rehearsal
12:30 p.m.
Lunch Bunch (Ramada Inn)
Monday, October 22
10:30 a.m.
Women’s Study (Library)
Tuesday, October 23
12:00 p.m.
Bible Study
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6:00 p.m.
Church Council (Narthex)

October Events
 The Ithaca Mobile Pack -is all set for YOU. Join in this fun and meaningful work. Give
two hours of your time to pack on Saturday, October 13 from 1:30-3:30 OR if you are
part of the Youth Program, Sunday, October 14 from 1:30-3:30. The Pack will be held
at St. Catherine’s of Sienna on Sienna Drive Ithaca. Sign up in the narthex on the sign
up sheet.

Service of Healing

 You are invited to attend a Service of Healing at our church on Wednesday, October
17 at 5pm. The past few weeks and months in our country have triggered many
emotions for us. Healing services offer opportunities to release these, and discover
healing in community. This service will be powerful and freeing, safe and deeply
spiritual. Come, and be at peace with calming prayers, music, words of comfort and
blessing, anointing with oil, and a ceremony to release your burdens in the
baptismal font.

Women Ministries

 Save the date! FCCI Fall Women's Retreat! October 19, 5-9 p.m. at the home of Karen
Hays (65 Janivar Drive) and Saturday, October 20, 9:30 AM-2:30 p.m. at the church.
Our theme will be BODY AND SPIRIT. We invite participants in the Friday evening
program to bring an object to share which symbolizes a way in which you honor your
body. Our Saturday program will include mindful walking, tai chi and other mindful
movement along with some discussion. Our Saturday leaders will be our own Laurie
Hultberg, tai chi instructor, and Barbara Rhudy, who is the Spiritual Life Coordinator
at Longview and a former Associate Pastor at the Homer Congregational Church,
UCC. She is also experienced in dance. Dinner, breakfast and lunch will be provided
by Women's Ministries. Please feel free to bring a snack to share. Sign up in the
Narthex. We are asking $15 to cover the cost of the Saturday program. For questions,
please contact Nancy Stewart.

Yarn Group

 Greetings fellow Yarn Groupers! Cathy Dawson will host at her house for the
following meeting on October 23, 2018.

Diaconate Meeting
 Diaconate Meeting on October 28, 4:30-7:30pm: Every member of every committee in
our church is also a member of the "Diaconate." Each year, as our Bylaws stipulate, we
meet as a group to discuss the church's ministry, and engage in visioning about its future
impact both in our lives and our community. Food will be provided!
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Planning Ahead
Festival of Ministries
 Sunday, November 4, 2018 Mark your calendars for this lighthearted, informative
event that will take place immediately after the service and in conjunction with the
dish-to-pass lunch. More details to follow!

Please Note
Capital Campaign:
There are only 3 months left in the 3- year capital campaign pledge period! Statements
covering capital giving from 2016 through the third quarter of 2018 are on the table
outside the library. Please pick up your Capital Campaign statement today and help us
save on postage costs. A big thank you to all who have given, pledged or unpledged!
 Readers, ushers, coffee servers, greeters, acolytes, offering counters, and flower
providers are needed. Please sign up in the narthex or online through SignUpGenius.
SignUpGenius link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0849aaab2ba3fa7-sunday2

Sunday, October 14, 2018
Offering Counters: Gene Yarussi (1 slot open)
Reader: Michael Smith
Greeters: (Needed)
Flowers: Sandy Galbreath
Coffee: (Needed)
Ushers: James Gilmore, Rhonda Gilmore, Melissa Stup, Rick Stup
Acolytes: (Needed)
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Reminders:
Prayers:
There are prayer request cards on the name tag table. If you have a prayer request, fill out
the card and place it in the basket provided. They will be picked up before the service and
included in the morning prayers.
Altar Flowers:
Celebrate a special occasion, or honor a loved one, by choosing a Sunday to provide
flowers for the church sanctuary. So that your flower contribution is included in Sunday’s
bulletin, please sign up at church or online. On the form, be sure to say to whom the
flowers are dedicated. Indicate if you will be taking the flowers home after service, or
you're choosing to have the Caring Team take them to a shut-in. Here's how: The donor
phones the order in to one of the local florists, all of whom have keys to the church. You
will be billed by the florist. OR, you may bring in your own arrangement of flowers.
Knitters, weavers and crocheters unite!
PCM - Protestant Cooperative Ministry at Cornell - has requested prayer shawls. They
have purchased yarn for 20 shawls, which can be found in our library. Help yourself!
Each shawl takes 3 skeins to complete. Directions are found in the library, or feel free to
create your own fabulous design! If you have any questions please contact a Yarn group
member. Thank you!

Children and Youth Ministries
 Intergenerational Children’s Sabbath- October 21st Intergenerational Children's
Sabbath, 10:00 a.m. The 2018 National Observance of Children's Sabbath
Celebration, "Realizing Dr. King’s Vision for Every Child: Lives of Hope, Not Despair," is
officially in the planning stages! We will be joining with thousands of places of
worship across the nation to affirm our shared commitment to children. All children
and youth programming this day will take place within the specially designed
intergenerational service. After the service on 10/21, join us for stations of
education, prayer, and action. To celebrate this national event, we'll have tables for
members of all ages to continue the morning's theme, "Realizing Dr. King's vision for
Every Child: Lives of Hope, Not Despair." For more information contact
AnnaSannes@fccithaca.org

 Four of our middle school students are performing in Annie at Lansing Middle School,
which shows from November 7th -10th . We are inviting all who are interested to come
support this crew of fabulous actors on Friday, November 9th @6:30 p.m. RSVP to
AnnaSannes@fccithaca.org , who will book a block of tickets. If you are unable to join
us, consider seeing the show another time. It’s a great chance to support our 4
community!

 To facilitate planning of the earlier Christmas Eve service, we are asking all families with
children and youth to RSVP here :
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScO9Nf0YAGV29Jnmtny_jlXpfxw72o5uZ
aKI8G2zN3j61DOsQ/viewform by Friday, October 12th.

Make a Difference
The Food Hub
 The Food Hub is Here for one more week. Being a hub helper is quick, easy and helps
Outreach continue this amazing hyper-local food security project.

The Back Pack Program
 We believe that no child should ever go hungry. Yet many children who receive free and
reduced priced school meals are left without the nutrition they need on weekends and
holiday breaks when school is not in session. By providing children who are at risk of
hunger with a bag of nutritious food each Friday throughout the school year, the Back
Pack Program attempts to reduce this gap and help children return to school on Monday
ready to learn.
Children in the Back Pack Program receive nutritious, kid-friendly food
o
Individually packaged
o
Small and light enough to carry
o
Shelf stable
o
Easy to prepare - even without a stove (or in some cases a can opener)
o
Not going to break (no glass jars)
o
Each pack contains at least 8 items: 2 Proteins, 2 Grains, 2 Dairy & 2 Fruits or
vegetables
 We will start this special collection on Sunday October 14th. More information to come.

Neighbors in Need Offering
 Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ
that supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. Onethird of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Twothirds of this offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to
support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects
through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and
organizations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects
whose work ranges from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to
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address systemic injustice. This year, special consideration will be given to projects
focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and communities.

The Action FCC Committee
 The Action FCC Committee will reconvene monthly meetings in the next couple of
weeks. Please contact Michael Smith @ mismith.Ithaca@gmail.com or Kristen Brennan
@ kmb.Ithaca@gmail.com if you would like to join a group of parishioners who want to
create opportunities to put our faith into action.
 The CNY Interfaith Sanctuary Coalition is sponsoring a workshop titled “Sanctuary:
Educate – Advocate – Accompany!” focusing on the situation of undocumented
immigrants locally & nationally, on Oct. 8: Indigenous Peoples’ Day from 9am–2pm at
May Memorial Society 3800 East Genesee Street Our keynote speaker is Rev. Justo
Gonzalez, former pastor of Pilgrim-St. Luke's & El Nuevo Camino Church, UCC in Buffalo.
This workshop is an opportunity to educate ourselves on the facts surrounding this issue
and will provide excellent resources. Please see information on bulletin board for more
information. All are invited and urged to come. The workshop is free and open to the
public and May Memorial Society is accessible.
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